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What is a warning?

Tangible and understandable description of an expected scenario
+ a clear advice what to do

Who are the user?

Locals and European professionals and travellers

User needs?

Understandable (=homogenous) information across Europe



METEOALARM operational maps for today + tomorrow



METEOALARM warning schedule 
Redagno 2006

Colour One word Damage / Impact What to do? Used how often?
(Area approx. 
300 000 km2)

Meteo Treshholds
e.g. Rain
(area + impact 
related)

Green Weather 
report

- - - usual phenomena usual phenomena Examples

yellow Be aware! exposed objects
(avoidable)

caution with 
exposed activities

> 30 per year > 54 mm/12h

orange Be 
prepared!

general damages
(not avoidable)

keep informed in 
detail, follow 
advice of 
authorities

1 to 30 per year > 80 mm/12h

red Take 
action!

extreme damage 
and /or casualties 
extreme damage 
(mostly) on large 
areas, threatning life 
and properties
(not avoidable, even 
in otherwise safe 
places)

follow order of 
authorities under 
all 
circumstances
be prepared for 
extraordinary 
measures

less then  1 year 
+  large (5000km2) 
scale phenomena

> 140 mm/12h
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3rd level information



Statistics August 2007 – April 2008



Statistics August 2007 – Oktober 2008



Homogenisation of forecasting work

forecasters discussion forum



Why international co-operation is no prioritiy

1. Legislation; administrative structure (EU principle of subsidiarity for CP)

2. Successful existing local and national structures concerning EWS 
differing from country to country and adapted to local needs
any “change” is labour and money intensive

3. Cross boarder interventions only in case of very severe events –
rare (little chance of finding out what doesn’t work)

4. Warning chain vs stream of information: few know missing info 
(even more a problem across boarders)
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Why international co-operation is mandatory

1. 1/3 of GDP weather sensitive (US Dep.of Commerce)

2. Efficiency of EWS (12h lead time floods) 60% (EWASE) – ERA 40) 

3. Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) 10 to 30% GDP (UNCTAD), France 1 tri €

Example: transport carriers across Europe
Large construction sites with foreign engineers and workers

4. First responders – early warning ( or forecasts in the day 3 – 5 range)

5. EU: 484 Mio tourist arrivals/ year – 316 Bio €/y Europe receipts (UNWTO)

Travellers more exposed to weather risks (but have little voice)
e.g. tourist group in Chamonix with Swiss operators and Dutch / British clients
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Merci pour l´attention!
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